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HERITAGE REUNION 
Honoring Our Heritage  

As cooler weather arrives 

on the winds of autumn, life 

around west-central 

Louisiana begins to slow. We 

celebrate the bountiful 

harvests while animals stock 

up for the winter months. This 

slowing, along with the 

family gatherings during this 

time of year, remind us 

fondly of the simple things in 

life. Good meals, family, 

friends, and remembering 

those who came before us 

are tell-tale signs of fall. JRTC 

and Fort Polk, along with the 

Heritage Family Association, 

welcome friends and family 

from far and wide for our 

Annual Heritage Reunion. 

This reunion, hosted every fall 

since 2007, has become one 

of the many indicators of the 

slowing of time. The reunion 

allows us all to halt our busy 

lives and step back in time to 

simpler, but arguably more 

difficult days.    

This year’s reunion is on 

October 14th at the Main Post 

Chapel on Fort Polk.  

Registration begins at 

7:30am and the opening 

ceremony begins at 9:00am. 

We will have family booths, 

games, storytelling, and 

demonstrations. Lunch will 

be a potluck this year, so 

please bring your favorite 

family dish! 

Family booth set up will be 

on Friday, October 13th. The 

Main Post Chapel will open 

at noon. At 5:00pm, we will 

have several speakers 

presenting on a variety of 

topics. 

     7217 RADIO RD, BLDG 427 ∞ MAIN POST CHAPEL, FORT POLK, LOUISIANA 
H

E
R

IT
A

G
E

 F
A

M
IL

Y
 N

E
W

S
 

J
R

TC
 a

n
d

 F
o

rt
 P

o
lk

 

“WE WILL NOT FORGET 

OUR HERITAGE FAMILIES 

FOR THEY ARE THE 

UNSUGN HEROES WHO 

SURRENDERED THEIR 

HOMES AND WAY OF LIFE 

FOR THE SAKE OF THIS 

NATION.” 

11th Annual Fall Heritage Reunion 
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HOW TO SALVAGE FAMILY HEIRLOOMS 
Guidelines from FEMA    

We hope this newsletter finds all of you safe and 

well with as little damage as possible from the 

recent natural disasters across the country. In 

West-Central Louisiana, we are no strangers to 

flooding events and hurricanes. While most 

material possessions can be replaced, family 

photos, books, fabrics, and documents are 

often entirely unique. Below are some guidelines 

from the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) on how to salvage these 

priceless and irreplaceable items.  

General Information 

-If the object is still wet, gently rinse it with clear, 

clean water. If it is dry, clean off silt and debris 

with a soft brush or dab it lightly with a damp 

cloth.  

-Air dry wet or damp objects indoors, if possible. 

Sunlight and heat may be too intense, causing 

splits, warping, and buckling. Increase airflow 

with fans, but do not point directly at the 

objects. Reduce humidity if possible. 

Photographs 

Carefully remove wet photographs from 

plastic/paper enclosures; it may be safer to slit 

and peel an enclosure away from the photo 

than to pull out the photo itself. Wet 

photographs and negatives that are stuck 

together should never be pulled apart. Soak 

them in clean water until they separate, then air 

dry or freeze them.  

Books and Documents 

If rinsing is necessary, hold books closed. If 

leather, cloth, or paper materials are tacky or 

sticky, place wax paper between them. Pack  

 

books, spine side down, in a single layer in 

sturdy containers. Stack documents so as not to 

crush them. Place the containers in a freezer, 

preferably with a frost-free setting and set it to 

the lowest possible temperature. Expect this 

drying process to take anywhere from several 

weeks to several months, depending on the 

freezer temperature and the extent of water 

damage.   

Wooden Furniture 

Gently rinse/sponge wooden surfaces to clean, 

and then blot and air dry slowly. If the furniture 

has a painted surface, air dry slowly without 

removing dirt or moisture. A slow process will 

help ensure that the wood dries evenly and is 

less likely to warp, split, or crack. Improper 

drying may cause the furniture to shrink or the 

inlay to lift. Never put wood furniture out in the 

sun to dry; the heat will cause uneven drying 

and can lighten and fade some wood stains. If 

in doubt, consult a furniture conservator for the 

best method to dry your water-damaged 

furniture.  

 



 
      

 

Cattle Drive Treasure 

Fact or Fiction? 

Periodically, men would come asking 

permission to search   for treasure on the bluff 

below our house close to Whiskachitta Creek. 

They always had a map that pinpointed that 

exact location. Seems the story or myth was 

that the old road right by the bluff was the main 

route for the cattle drives to Texas through No-

Man’s Land; valuables were hidden to out-wit 

the would-be thieves that roamed the area. The 

persons who buried the treasure never returned 

to retrieve it.  

This must have been going on for eons; there 

were old digs, later digs, and modern digs. Dad 

always told the treasure seekers to “Have at it!” 

One time they almost dug up his hog pen. I 

discussed this with one of the Heritage “experts” 

(Ms. Ibert, I think) and I was informed that the 

cattle drive trail was many miles from there. But 

it sure made for a good story – don’t you think? 

-Excerpt taken from Marie Cryer White’s section in 

1940: Last Year Home – Stories of the Heritage 

Families of Camp Polk and Peason Ridge 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Traditions 

 

 

 

 

For Christmas, we would put the tree up and 

decorate it with popcorn and paper chains. We 

didn’t get a lot of gifts, but we always got 

Christmas candy. It was syrup candy. My 

mother had an oil tablecloth on this long table 

and she would cook the syrup. We would pull 

that candy and we called it taffy pulling. 

Someone would be at one end and they’d 

throw it at the person at the other end. They’d 

toss it back and forth until it was almost white – 

like someone with real blond hair. You’d cut it in 

pieces and it was ready to eat! I remember that 

very well. - Adapted from an oral history taken 

with Olea Fletcher.  



 
      

 
 

Current Access Procedures 

Heritage passes can be obtained at the 

Visitor’s Center on Entrance Road.  If you are 

receiving this newsletter you should be on the 

list to obtain a heritage pass.  The heritage pass 

will allow you access to the installation for one 

year via any of the accessible gates.  To obtain 

a pass, present a valid driver’s license to the 

staff working at the Main Gate and mention 

that you should be on the Heritage Family 

Access roster.  The process takes approximately 

5-10 minutes after which you will receive a 

heritage pass.  Present this heritage pass to the 

gate guards to gain entry into the installation. 

Make sure your pass is the current version! Your 

pass should look like the one to the right. 

 

 

Cultural Resources Office, DPW/ENRMD 

    1647 23rd Street, BLDG 2515 

Fort Polk, Louisiana 71459 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact the  

Cultural Resources office on Fort Polk at (337) 531-6011 or the  

Cultural Resources Outreach Coordinator at (409) 504 – 2445.  


